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FIVE PAC-10 WOMEN’S BASKETBALL PLAYERS RECEIVE AP
ALL-AMERICA RECOGNITION

WALNUT CREEK, Calif. -- Five Pac-10 women’s basketball players received national All-American recognition from the Asso-
ciated Press, headlined by STANFORD’S Jayne Appel and CALIFORNIA’S Ashley Walker. Appel was named to the second 
team, while Walker was picked for the third team. Cal’s Alexis Gray-Lawson, ARIZONA STATE’S Briann January and ARI-
ZONA’S Ify Ibekwe were Honorable Mention All-Americans. The teams were voted on by a 45-member national media panel 
that votes in the weekly Top 25 poll.

A 6-4 forward/center, Appel has led the Cardinal to a second-straight trip to the NCAA Final Four after a school-record 46-
point performance in the NCAA Berkeley Regional against Iowa State on Monday night. She also grabbed 16 boards and had 
three blocks in that game. Appel was named the 2009 Pac-10 Player of the Year and helped Stanford capture it’s third-straight 
Conference regular-season title. Appel is averaging 15.9 points and 9.2 rebound per game heading into the Final Four, ranking 
second in the league in both categories. She ranks in the top five in the nation in shooting percentage, converting on 60.6 per-
cent of her attempts.

A 6-1 forward/center, Walker led the Golden Bears to their best-ever showing in the NCAA Tournament, advancing to the 
Sweet 16 before falling to the No. 1 overall seed, Connecticut over the weekend. Walker has been the Conference’s leading 
scorer for most of the season, averaging 19.8 ppg and 8.6 rpg. She had 20 20-point games, by far the most of any player in the 
league, including a Conference-high four 40-point games. California was ranked in the top five in the nation in the AP poll for 
the first time in the history of the program spending five weeks among the top five. Walker was a first-team All-Pac-10 selec-
tion this season and was named to the All-Defensive team.

Gray-Lawson, a 5-8 junior guard, was Cal’s second-leading scorer, averaging 12.2 ppg, while dishing out 3.0 assists per game. 
She scored a career-high 37 points in the Jan. 18 victory over Stanford in Haas Pavilion on the Bears’ campus, helping Cal 
string together a school-record 12-game win streak. A starter in all 34 games, she helped the Bears’ place second in the league 
standings, earning first team all-conference nods for the first time in her career.

A 5-8 senior guard, January is a two-time Pac-10 Defensive Player of the Year, leading the Sun Devils back to the NCAA’s Elite 
Eight for the second time in three years. Helping ASU finish in a tie for second in the league standings, she has been cited as 
the heart and soul of the ASU squad, averaging 14.3 ppg in the NCAA Tournament, 2.0 ppg above her overall average, pulling 
off upsets over 12th-ranked Florida State in the second round and ninth-ranked and second-seeded Texas A&M in the Sweet 
16. January was named first team All-Pac-10.

A sophomore 6-1 post player, Ibekwe was also a first team All-Pac-10 selection. She was the only player in the Conference to aver-
age a double-double, logging 15.7 ppg and 11.6 rpg. She leads the Pac-10 with 16 double-doubles and is tied with Appel with 17 
double-digit rebounding performances. Among the 17 double-digit rebounding games were two 20-rebound, a 19-, an 18- and a 17-
rebound outing this season. She ranks sixth in the nation in rebounding average. Ibekwe also earned a spot on the Pac-10’s All-
Defensive team.

Arizona State takes on UConn this afternoon, Tuesday, March 31 on ESPN with tip-off scheduled for 4 p.m. PT. The Cardinal await 
the winner of that game at the Final Four in St. Louis. The national semifinals are scheduled for April 5, with the national cham-
pion being crowned on April 7.
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